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Meet the Faith




Formation Team

“The very
first truth I
would tell
each of you is
this: ‘God
loves you.’ It
makes no
difference
whether you
have already
heard it or
not. I want to
remind you
of it.

God loves
you.

Never doubt
this, whatever
may happen
to you in life.
At every
moment, you
are infinitely
loved.”

-Pope
F.rancis., .
Christus vivit




FROM THE
DIRECTOR

(@@

Dear Families,

Welcome! We're so glad you're joining us for another fantastic year of Faith
Formation! This year, we’ll explore salvation history as we Unravel the Mystery, our
theme for 2024-25! We'll follow the story of God's people from Creation to
Revelation and learn about God's great mystery of love and salvation! (Spoiler alert: it
may seem a little rocky for awhile, but it sure has a happy ending!)

Fun and fellowship with our parish family is a part of what makes Blessed Sacrament
a special place. Our Family Fun Events, open to parishioners of all ages, help us to
build that community. You'll see some of our traditional events returning this year
along with a couple of new additions. Check out page 5 for the dates and mark your
calendars! Everyone is invited to join our parish family for these events, and to bring
along a friend or two!

I invite you to check out pages 2 and 3 of this handbook to get to know the creative
and inspiring members of our Faith Formation Team, and, just for fun, their favorite
mystery or mystery writer! They’re all looking forward to praying, learning, and
growing in faith with you this year. Don’t hesitate to call or email with any questions
you might have.

As always, Faith Formation this year is packed with love, joy, and Jesus! Join us as we
Unravel the Mystery together! God has written such a great ending to our story! You
won’t want to miss it!

Peace,

Corinne Cathcart

Director of Faith Formation
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Elementary Fatith
Formation
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Kick-off Event

SEPTEMBER 55  Class

13 Class 3

OCTOBER 20 Class 4

27 Class 5

NOVEMBER 3%  Sevens Bvent
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02 Class 11

FEBRUARY 09 Class 12

23 Class 13

09 Lent Event
MARCH 23 Lesson 14
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Children's
thurgy of the Word
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Preschool- Sundays,
5th grade 11 am Mass

The Liturgy of the Word comes after the Introductory Rites at Mass and includes the
readings, the Homily, the Creed, and the Prayer of the Faithful. Children’s Liturgy of
the Word (CLOW) takes the same components and interprets them into child-friendly
language and themes. The goal is for the children to “graduate” into Mass with an
understanding of both the Sunday gospel and the underlying structure of the Mass.

SEPTEMBER 35 JANUARY 2

OCTOBER 30  FEBRUARY 09

NOVEMBER 17 MARCH 9

DECEMBER 98 APRIL 3

Vacation Bible School

VBS is held in conjunction with Assumption BVM Parish.

AGE: DATEs. \OCAT’O/\{_

Preschool- June 9-12,
5th grade 2025




Middle School YM
Sunday Program
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06 Lesson 2
13 Lesson 3

OCTOBER 20  Tag Night

27 Halloween Party

03 Lesson 4
10 Lesson 5
NOVEMBER 17 Lesson 6

24 Lesson 7
08 XLT + Adoration
DECEMBER 15 Christmas Party

12 Lesson 8

JANUARY 19 MLK Day Event

26 Lesson 9

FEBRUARY ~ 92  Lessonlo

Lesson 11

02 Lesson 12

MARCH 09 Lesson 13

16 Lesson 14
23 Closing Event




Middle School
Youth Ministry
After—School Program
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High School YM
Sunday Program
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SEPTEMBER 35  rcsoon ™™

06 Lesson 2
13 Lesson 3

OCTOBER 20  Tag Night

27 Lesson 4

03 Lesson 5

NOVEMBER 10 Lesson 6

17 Lesson 7

08 XLT + Adoration
DECEMBER 15 Christmas Party

12 Lesson 8
JANUARY 26 Lesson 9

FEBRUARY Q2  Lessonlo

Lesson 11

02 Lesson 12

MARCH 09 Lesson 13

23 Closing Event

APRIL 96-27 Y2Y Retreat
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Youth 2 Youth
Retreat

The Youth 2 Youth Retreat is a yearly retreat for high school students, held in
: the spring at Camp Rotary. The retreat is planned and facilitated by high
= ”2[02265' 27, school students who have previously participated in the retreat. This retreat
helps teens recognize God’s presence in many ways through prayer, worship,
witness talks, God Time, games and much more!

Team Meetings

AGE:

10th-12th
grades

SEPTEMBER %
OCTOBER piscernment
NOVEMBER 1!
DECEMBER o5 adoracion
JANUARY
FEBRUARY %

MARCH

07

APR"— 3\15—27 Retreat !




Youth Outreach
Program

AGE:

9th-12th
grades

SEPTEMBER 93
OCTOBER ¢

NOVEMBER o’/

18

DECEMBER 92
JANUARY o6

FEBRUARY o3

17

MARCH 22
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MAY &
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12
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Parent Meeting

N\ .

Meeting 1

Meeting 2 Trip dates:

Meeting 3 June 15-21,
2025

Meeting 4 )

Wreath Sales Location:

Meeting 5 Imperial, PA

Meeting 5

Adoration

Letter writing campaign

Meeting 6

Meeting 7
Chili Cook-off/Euchre
Easter Flower Sales

Meeting 8
Meeting 9

Meeting 10
Meeting 11

Meeting 12




Sacramental
Preparation

BAPTISM

Please contact the Faith Formation Office (989-835-6777) anytime during your
pregnancy to register for required parent baptism classes or fill out the form
online.

For Adults seeking baptism, please call the Faith Formation Office to inquire
about joining the Church and attending OCIA classes.

CONFIRMATION

For years, young people in the Diocese of Saginaw have received this Sacrament in
the 2nd grade, before receiving the Eucharist for the first time. However, in 2021,
Bishop Gruss decided that “discernment and preparation for the reception of the
Sacrament of Confirmation should begin at a minimum age of 12 to 14 years old.” In
addition, he is requiring parishes to prepare youth for this Sacrament through a two-
year process using a program called Purpose from Life Teen. Parish leaders will
accompany youth on this journey of preparation and will guide youth as they discern
when they are ready to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Our first group of students who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation in
their 2nd grade year are now entering 6th grade. Because the Bishop is asking that
preparation for Confirmation begins no earlier than 12-years-old, we will begin our
first round of Year 1 prep in the fall of 2025, when this group of students is entering
7th grade.

To learn more about what this program will look like, including when your child can
expect to participate in the program, please visit the Confirmation page on our
website by scanning the QR code.
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https://purposeconfirmation.com/

Sacramental
Preparation

To prepare for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist, a child must:
» Be Baptized Catholic or other recognized denomination.
» Be a member of the parish at which he or she will be receiving the sacraments.
» Be at least seven years old at the time of reception of the sacraments.
» Be enrolled and participate in at least two years of Faith Formation before the
reception of the sacrament. The student may prepare for the reception of the
Sacrament during their second year of Faith Formation.

First Reconciliation preparation begins in October with a Parent-Child Session that
includes family prayer, activities for kids, information for parents, and registration for
the program. Families may choose to attend either of two dates for this event. During
October and November, families work together at home on their First Reconciliation
books. In December, the children gather at church for their Jesus Experience Day when
they participate in retreat-style activities and celebrate the sacrament.

PARENT/CHILD SESSION: JESUS EXPERIENCE DAY:

October 20
2:00 pm

Similar to First Reconciliation preparation, First Eucharist preparation consists of Parent-
Child Sessions offered in February and early March, family book-work at home during
March and April, and a Jesus Experience Day at the end of April. In May, we’ll have a
required practice day and First Eucharist Masses at each Mass on May 17-18.

PARENT/CHILD SESSION: JESUS EXPERIENCE DAY: FIRST EUCHARIST MASSES:




We need you!

A successful Faith Formation program is only possible with the help of awesome adult
volunteers. We invite you to participate in your child(ren)'s Faith Formation in whatever
way your gifts, talents, or passion lead you! Below are lists of some of the positions for
which we need parent volunteers. Please contact the respective program coordinator if
you would like to volunteer in one of these areas. And if you would like to be involved in
some way that is not listed, please let us know!

e Teachers
e Aides

e Photographer e Jesus Experience Day
L4 KitChen help helpers

Small group leaders e Aides
Subs

Photographers

Set up/clean up help

e Small group leaders e Adult leaders e Adult leaders
e Subs e Retreat drivers



Policies

A

ACCIDENTS

First aid is administered only in minor cases,
as an emergency treatment, until the injured
person is placed under professional care. It is
the parent's responsibility to notify our office
of any changes in emergency information
that occur during the year.

ADMINISTRATION

All concerns and questions should be
handled by the appropriate program
coordinator. Parents may contact the Faith
Formation Director for further assistance
after having tried to address the
question/concern with the appropriate
person.

ATTENDANCE

Regular and punctual attendance at Faith
Formation meetings is important. Every effort
should be made to keep absences to a
minimum.

B
C

CHANGE IN ANY INFORMATION

Please keep us informed of any change of
contact information. This will help us keep in
contact with you about opportunities or
items of importance to you or your family.

COMMUNICATION

We will communicate with you primarily
through Eva (see more under "Eva"), which is
the platform we use to email and text our
newsletters. Updates are also in our parish
bulletin and on our website. Handouts may
occasionally be sent home with children. Feel
free to call with any questions, suggestions,
or concerns.

CRIME-FREE POLICY

lllegal activity will not be tolerated at Blessed
Sacrament Parish or sponsored events.
Weapons (including but not limited to guns,
firearms, daggers, knives with a blade over
three inches, pocket knives, iron bars, clubs,
brass knuckles, explosive devices, or
facsimiles of weapons used in a threatening
or frightening manner) are not permitted on
Blessed Sacrament property or sponsored
events. The administrator (Pastor, Faith
Formation Director, or Program Coordinator)
reserves the right to determine what
constitutes a weapon. A child/youth that
violates this may be subject to explusion
from Faith Formation.
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, we have an obligation and

to attend Mass each weekend

ur children about the Mass by
ample. It is the parents' right,
and opportunity to ensure their
nd Mass weekly. Faith Formation
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& RELEASE INFORMATION
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WEATHER

Public Schools are closed because
nt weather, then all daytime
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