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“The world
looks to
you [young
people] to
annhouhnce
a message
of

TRUE HOPE

anhd to
promote

PEACE.”

-Pope Leo
X1V




FROM THE + °
DIRECTOR - T

Dear Families,

Welcome back to another fantastic year of Faith Formation here at Blessed Sacrament!
We're so glad you're here! This year's theme is “Treasured,” and we’ll spend our year
exploring “All Things Catholic” as we unpack the “Treasures” of the Catholic Church! And
we’'ll learn how we are all, each and every one of us, a beloved “Treasure” of God!

Fun and fellowship with our parish family is a part of what makes Blessed Sacrament a
special place. Our Family Fun Events, open to parishioners of all ages, help us to build
that community. You’'ll see some of our traditional events returning this year. We hope
to see you there! Check out page 5 for the dates and mark your calendars! Everyone is
invited to join our parish family for these events, and to bring along a friend or two!

| invite you to check out pages 2 and 3 of this handbook to get to know the creative and
inspiring members of our Faith Formation Team, and, just for fun, their favorite saint!
They're all looking forward to praying, learning, and growing in faith with you this year.
Don't hesitate to call or email with any questions you might have.

As always, Faith Formation this year is packed with love, joy, and Jesus! Join us as we
unpack the Treasures of the Church together! God has given us such a gift! You won't

want to miss it!

(wmnr, (Abheaits—

Corinne Cathcart
Director of Faith Formation
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SEPTEMBER 2,  &jckoffever

12 Class 3
OCTOBER 19 Class 4

26 Class 5

02 Class 6
NOVEMBER 16  Class 7

23 Advent Event

DECEMBER A i<

11 Class 10
JANUARY 25 Class 11
01 Class 11
FEBRUARY 08  Class 12
15 Lent Event
01 Class 14
MARCH 22 Class 15
APR"_ 12 Easter Egg Hunt
+ Social
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Preschool- Sundays, Vestibules
in back of
5th grade 11 am Mass S

The Liturgy of the Word comes after the Introductory Rites at Mass and includes the
readings, the Homily, the Creed, and the Prayer of the Faithful. Children’s Liturgy of the
Word (CLOW) takes the same components and interprets them into child-friendly
language and themes. The goal is for the children to “graduate” into Mass with an
understanding of both the Sunday gospel and the underlying structure of the Mass.

SEPTEMBER

N
0o

JANUARY 1

OCTOBER 19 FEBRUARY 9

NOVEMBER s MARCH 22
APRIL 12

\i /,
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS is held in conjunction with Assumption BVM and St. Brigid parishes.
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N
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AGE: DATEsS. \‘QCATIOIV: T{HEME.

Preschool- June 8-11, Blessed
5th grade 2025 Sacrament
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SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

22
29

06
13
20
27

03
10
17
24

08
15

12
18
26

02
23

02
09
16
23

Kick-off Event
Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Tag Night
Halloween Party

Lesson 4
Lesson 5
Lesson 6
Lesson 7

XLT + Adoration
Christmas Party

Lesson 8
MLK Day Event
Lesson 9

Lesson 10
Lesson 11

Lesson 12
Lesson 13
Lesson 14
Closing Event
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SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

28

12
19
26

02
09
16
23

07
14

11
25

o1
15

o1
08
15
22

Kick-off Event
Lesson 1

Lesson 2
Tag Night
Lesson 3

Lesson 4
Lesson 5
Lesson 6
Lesson 7

Adoration
Christmas Party

Lesson 8
Lesson 9

Lesson 10
Lesson 11

Lesson 12
Lesson 13
Lesson 14
Closing Event
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YOUTH 2 YOUTH °+*

RETREAT ;
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The Youth 2 Youth Retreat is a yearly retreat for high school students, held in the
spring at Camp Rotary. The retreat is planned and facilitated by high school
students who have previously participated in the retreat. This retreat helps teens
recognize God'’s presence in many ways through prayer, worship, witness talks,
God Time, games and much more!

TEAM MEETINGS

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL
MAY

08
15
29

13
19

10
24

07
08

12
26

09
24

09
23

07
13
17-19

04
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Parish
Center

Orientation

Discernment

Adoration

Retreat

Reunion
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SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
JANUARY

FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY

JUNE

22

20

03
17

o1
07
15

05
19

02
16

02
16

11
25

08

Orientation (after 11:00 Mass)
Meeting 1

Meeting 2

Meeting 3
Meeting 4

Meeting 5
Adoration
Meeting 6

Meeting 7
Meeting 8

Meeting 9
Meeting 10

Meeting 11
Meeting 12

Meeting 13

Meeting 14
Meeting 15

Meeting 16
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Please contact the Faith Formation Office (989-835-6777) any time during your
pregnancy to register for required parent baptism classes or fill out the form
online.

For adults seeking baptism, please call the Faith Formation Office to inquire about
joining the Church and attending OCIA classes.

We are excited to announce that our first year of Confirmation Preparation will begin
this school year! We are also very excited to announce that our three Midland parishes,
Assumption BVM, Blessed Sacrament, and St. Brigid will be collaborating in this program
as well as with Sunday night Youth Ministry! That means that all of our Midland Catholic
youth will come together for both Youth Ministry and Confirmation Preparation. Here
are all the details:

To prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation, a child must:
* be at least 12 years old by January 1, 2026.
* be a member of the parish in which he/she will be receiving the Sacrament.
* be an active participant in Sunday night Middle School Youth Ministry (held at
Blessed Sacrament on Sunday evenings from 6-8pm).

Year 1 Meeting Information:

Location: Assumption BVM Parish

Time: Wednesdays, 6-8pm

Dates: January 7, 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, March 4,11, 18, 25

Curriculum: Purpose from Life Teen (this is the program prescribed by the Bishop)

To learn more about what this program will look like, including when
your child can expect to participate in the program, please visit the
Confirmation page on our website by scanning the QR code.

12
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To prepare for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist, a child must:
* be a Baptized Catholic or other recognized denomination.
* be a member of the parish at which he or she will be receiving the sacraments.
* Dbe at least seven years old at the time of reception of the sacraments.
* be enrolled and participate in at least two years of Faith Formation before the reception
of the sacrament. The student may prepare for the reception of the Sacrament during
their second year of Faith Formation.

FIRST RECONCILIATION

First Reconciliation preparation begins in October with a Parent-Child Session that includes
family prayer, activities for kids, information for parents, and registration for the program.
Families may choose to attend either of two dates for this event. During October and
November, families work together at home on their First Reconciliation books. In December,
the children gather at church for their Jesus Experience Day when they participate in
retreat-style activities and celebrate the sacrament.

PARENT/CHILD SESSION: JESUS EXPERIENCE DAY:

Similar to First Reconciliation preparation, First Eucharist preparation consists of Parent-
Child Sessions offered in February and early March, family book-work at home during March
and April, and a Jesus Experience Day at the end of April. In May, we’ll have a required
practice day and First Eucharist Masses at each Mass on May 17-18.

PARENT/CHILD SESSION: JESUS EXPERIENCE DAY: FIRST EUCHARIST MASSES:

May 16-17
All Masses
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A successful Faith Formation program is only possible with the help of awesome adult

volunteers. We invite you to participate in your child(ren)'s Faith Formation in whatever way
your gifts, talents, or passion lead you! Below are lists of some of the positions for which we
need parent volunteers. Please contact the respective program coordinator if you would like
to volunteer in one of these areas. And if you would like to be involved in some way that is
not listed, please let us know!

e Teachers

e Photographer e Jesus Experience Day e Aides

e Kitchen help helpers

Small group leaders e Aides
Subs

Photographers

Set up/clean up help

e Small group leaders e Adult leaders e Adult leaders
® Subs e Retreat drivers

14
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s responsibility to notify our office
ges in emergency information

s and questions should be

the appropriate program
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Director for further assistance
tried to address the

ncern with the appropriate
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d punctual attendance at Faith
meetings is important. Every effort
ade to keep absences to a

IN ANY INFORMATION

us informed of any change of
rmation. This will help us keep in
h you about opportunities or
portance to you or your family.

NICATION
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a (see more under "Eva"), which is
we use to email and text our

. Updates are also in our parish

on our website. Handouts may

y be sent home with children. Feel
with any questions, suggestions,
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ity will not be tolerated at Blessed
Parish or sponsored events.
ncluding but not limited to guns,
ggers, knives with a blade over

s, pocket knives, iron bars, clubs,
kles, explosive devices, or

f weapons used in a threatening
ng manner) are not permitted on
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right to determine what

a weapon. A child/youth that
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py of a valid driver's license is
ivers must also have completed
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sion or use of legal or illegal drugs
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